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rather than the teacher type. The children
would be taken in for the whole day, and would
receive at least their mid-day meals at the
school. The School Medical Officer would fre-
quently inspect the schools, and would probably
exercise considerable influence upon the char-
acter of the occupations. The number of chil-
dren under each assistant would be smaller
than in an elementary school, and the general
character of the * place would approximate to
that of a good middle-class or upper-class
nursery.

THE  DEVELOPMENT Otf  THE

SCHOOL.

The Act (Sec. 2) requires authorities to pro-
vide, or secure the provision, in elementary
schools of suitable "practical instruction/'
and also of courses of " advanced instruction
for the older or more intelligent children,
including those who stay at school beyond 14."
The better opinion inclines to the belief that the
change from the Infant Department to tlic
Upper, is at present made too early, and that
infant methods and discipline might with ad-
vantage be extended to include Standard I* and
perhaps II. (See the Board's suggestions to
Teachers, Circular 1018, p. 21). Further there
is a widespread and perfectly reasonable demand
that an education higher than elementary shall
be made available, not for a few selected
children only, but for all the children, or at the
least all the ordinary and normal children, in
our elementary schools,

The time is ripe, therefore, for a thorough
re-organisation of the elementary school*